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Step 1. User inputs to Software Program 207 the patent number of the "patent under test" and directs the Software Program 207 
to be gin its "re c ursive" search. 



Step 2. Software Program 207 sends a request via the Internet Connection 205 to the Database Search Engine 209 (through the 
Database Server Computer 203) to return the ^patent under test" in Hyper Text Maikup Language ("HTML") format 



I Step 3. Database Search Engine 209 obtains the "patent under test" from the Database 21 1 in response to the request and returns 
the "patent under test" in HTML format to the Software Program 207 via the Internet Connection 205 (through Database Server 
Computer 203). 



Step 4. Software Program 207 parses the HTML data corresponding to the "patent under test" and stores identifying data 
corresponding to each reference cited in the "patent under test". This stored identifying data is "generation n" data (where n is 
an integer that initially equals i 1). 
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Step 5. Software Program 207 sends a request via the Internet Connection 205 to the Database Search Engine 209 (through the 
Database Serv er Computer 203) to return, in HTML format, patent k (where k is an integer initially equal to I) identified by the 
"generation n" data. 



Step 6. Database Search Engine 209 obtains patent k from the Database 21 1 in response to the request and returns patent jun - 
HTML format to the Software Program 207 via the Interact Connection 205 (through the Database Server Computer 203). 



Step 7. Software Program 207 parses the HTML data corresponding to patent k and stores identifying data corresponding to 
ft] e ach reference cited in patent k. This stored identifying [data is^engration n+T d ata _„ 

jd . , 

Hie value of k may then be incremented upward by 1 and Steps 5, 6, and 7 are repeated until all of the 
patents identified in the "generation n" data are requested by and returned to the Software Program 207. 



The value of n may then be incremented upward by I, the value of k may be reset to 1, and the process 
repeated (beginning at Step 5) for the "generation 2" data to produce "generation 3" data an d so on. 
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Step 8. Apply "rule-based" filtering. 
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Step 9. Display identifying data corresponding to the patents found during the "recursive" search. 
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Step I. User inputs to Software Program 507 the patent number of the "patent under test" and directs the Software Program 507 
to begin its "recursive* search. 



Step 2. Software Program 507 sends a request via the Internet Connection 505 to the Database Search Engine 509 (through the 
Datatx^^ references, in HTML foimat, that cite the "patent under test". 



Step 3. Database Search Engine 509 obtains the list of all references that cite the "patent under test" from the Database 5 1 1 in 
response to the request and returns the list in HTML format to the Software Program 507 via the Internet Connection 505 
(through Database Server Computer 503), 



Step 4. Software Program 507 parses the HTML data corresponding^to thelist of references returned in Step 3 and stores"" 
identifying data corresponding to each reference. This stored identifying data is "generation n" data (where n is an integer that 
initially equals 1), 



^Step'5. Software Program 507sends a request via the Internet Connection 505 to the Database Search Engine 509 (through the"] 
Database Server Computer 503) to return, in HTML format, patent k (where k is an integer initially equal to 1) identified by the ) 
generation iT data, j 





Step 6. Database Search Engine 509 obtains patent k from the Database 51 1 in response to the request and returns patent k in 
HTML format to the Software Program 507 via the Inte rnet Connection 505 (through the Database Server Computer 503). 
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Step 7. Software Program 507 parses the HTML data corresponding to patent k and stores identifying data corresponding to 
each reference cited in patent k (additional identifying data corresponding to patent k may also be stored at this step as ' 
"generation n" data if such data was not available at Step 3). This stored identifying data corresponding to each reference cited 
in patent k is "generation n+ 1" data. 



The value of k may then be incremented upward by 1 and Steps 5, 6, and 7 are repeated until all of the 
JKl£2l^ are pasted by and returned to the Software Program 507, 



The value of n may then be 'incremented upward by 1, the value of k may be reset to 1, and the process 
repeated (beginning at Step 5) for the "generation 2" data to produce "generation 3" data, and so on. 
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Fig. 8 



Step 1 . User employs Web Browser 704 to "navigate", via Internet Connection 705a. to a form" or web page provided by 
Intermediate Server Software 707. 

i 

Step 2. User inputs to Intermediate Server Software 707 the patent number of the "patent under tesf and directs the Intermediate 
Server Software 707 to be^its;^c^jsiv^s_gai^^ 



Step 3. Intermediate Server Software 707 sends a request via the Internet Connection 705b to the Database Search Engine 709 
(through the Database Serv er Computer 703) to return the "patent under test" in Hyper Text Markup Language ("HTML") 
format 
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Step 4. Database Search Engine 709 obtains the "patent under test" from the Database 71 1 in response to the request and returns 
the "patent under test" in HTML format to the Intermediate Server Software 707 via the Internet Connection 705b (through 
Database Server Computer 703). 



Step 5, Intermediate Server Software 707 parses the HTML data corresponding to die "patent under test" and stores identifying 
data corresponding to each reference cited in the "patent under test". This stored identifying data is "generation n" data (where n 
is an integ er that initially equals 1). 



Step 6. Intermediate Server Software 707 sends a request via the Internet Connection 705b to the Database Search Engine 709 
(through the Database Server Computer 703) to return, in HTML format, patent k (where k is an integer initially equal to I) 
identified by the "generation n" data. 



Step 7. Database Search Engine 709 obtains patent k from the Database 71 1 in response to the request and returns patent k in 
HTML format to the Intermediate Server Software 707 via the Internet Connection 705b (through the Database Server 
Computer 703). 



Step 8. Intermediate Serv er Software 707 parses the HTML data corresponding to patent k and stores identifying data 
corresponding to each reference cited in patent k. This stored identify ing data is "g eneration n+r data. 
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The value of k may then be' incremented upward by 1 and Steps 6, 7, and 8 are repeated until all of the patents 
identified in the "generation n ' data are requested by and returned to the Intermediate Server Software 707. 
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The value of n may then be incremented upward by 1, the value of k may be reset to L and the process 
repeated (beginning at Step 6) for the "generation T data to produce "generation 3" data, and so on. 
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Step 9. Apply "rule-based" filtering. 



Step 10. Display identifying data corresponding to the patents found during the "recursive" search. 
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Fig. 10 



Step 1. User employs Web Browser 904 to "navigate", via Internet Connection 905a, to a t4 fomf or web page provided by 
Intermediate Server Software 907. 



Step 2. User inputs to Intermediate Server Software 907 the patent number of the "patent under test and directs the Intermediate 
Serv er Software 907 to begin its "recursive" search. 



Step 3. Intermediate Server Software 907 sends a request via the Internet Connection 905b to the Database Search Engine 909 
(through the Database Server Computer 903) to return a list of all references, in HTML format, that cite the "patent under test". 
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Step 4. Database Search Engine 909 obtains the list of all references that cite the "patent under test" from the Database 911 in 
response to the request and returns the list in HTML format to the Intermediate Server Software 907 via the Internet Connection 
905b (through Database Server Computer 903). 



Step 5. Intermediate Server Software 907 parses the HTML data corresponding to the list of references returned in Step 4 and 
stores identifying data corresponding to each reference. This stored identifying data is "generation n" data (where n is an integer 
that initially equals 1). 



Step 6. Intermediate Server Software 907 sends a request via the Internet Connection 905b to the Database SHrch Engine"909^ 
(through the Database Server Computer 903) to return, in HTML format, patent k (where k is an integer initially equal to 1) 
identified by the "generation if data. 



Step 1. Database Search Engine 909 obtains patent k from the Database 91 1 in response to the request and returns patent k in 
HTML format to the Intermediate Server Software 907 via the Internet Connection 905b (through the Database Server 
Computer 903). 



Step 8. Intermediate Server Software 907 parses the HTML data corresponding to patent k and stores identifying data 
corresponding to each reference cited in patent k. This stored identifying data is "generation n+F data. 
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The value of k may then be incremented upward by 1 and Steps 6, 7, and 8 are repeated until all of the patents 
identified in the "generation n ' data are requested by and returned to the Intermediate Server Software 907. 



The value of n may then be incremented upward by 1, the value of k may be reset to L and the process J 
repeated (beginning at Step 6) for the "generation T data to produce "generation 3" data, and so on. 



Step 9. Apply "rule-based" filtering. 



Step 10. Display identifying data corresponding to the patents found during the "recursive*' search. 
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Step 1. User inputs to Software Program 1107 the patent number of the ''patent under test" and directs the Software Program 
1 107 to begin its "recursive 5 search. 



Step 2. Software Program 1 107 searches and retrieves from the Patent Database 1 100 tfie'^ptenTunaerTSf 



Step 3. Software Program 1107 stores identifying data corresponding to each reference cited in the "patent under test". This 
stored identifying data is "generation n" data (where n is an integer that initially equals 1). 



Step 4. Software Program 1 107 searches and retrieves from the Patent Database 1 100 patent k (where k is an integer initialfy 
equal to 1) identified by the "generation n" data. 



Step 5. Software Program 1 107 stores identifying data corresponding to each reference cited in patent k This stored identifying 
data is "generation n+r data. 



ITie value of k may then be incremented upward by 1 and Steps 4 and 5 are repeated until all of the patents 
identified in the "generation n" data are retrieved by the Software Program 1 107. 



The value of n may then be incremented upward by 1, the value of k may be reset to 1, and the process 
f repeated (beginning at Step 4) for ^generation T data to produce "generation 3" data, and so oa 




Step 6. Apply "rule-based" filtering. 
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Step 7, Display identifyi ng data corresponding to the patents found during the "recursive" search. 1 
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Step 1. User inputs to Software Program 1307 the patent number of the "patent under test" and directs the Software Program 
1307 to begin its "recursive" search. 
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Step 2. Software Program 1307 searches and retrieves from the Patent Database 1300 a list of references that cite the "patent 
under test". 



Step 3. Software Program 1307 stores identifying data corresponding to each reference in the fSTlte stored identi^ngHaS" 



is "generation n" data (where n is an integer that initially equals 1). 



Step 4. Software Pr^Sml307 searches and retrieves fromthe Patent Database 1300 patent k (where k is an integer initially 



equal to 1) identified by the "generation n" data. 



Step 5. Software Program 1307 stores identifying data corresponding to each reference cited in patent k. This stored identifying 
data is "generation n+r data. . 



The value of k may be incremented upward by 1 and Steps 4 and 5 are repeated until all of the patents 
identified in the "generation n ' data are retrieved by the Software Program 1307. 



The value of n may then beincremcnted upward by 1, the value of k may be reset to 1, and the process 
repeated (beginning at Step 4) for the "generatio n 2" data t o produce "generation 3" data, and so on. 
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% pStep 6, Apply %i rule-based" filtering. 



Step 7. Display identifying data corresponding to the patents found during the "recursive" search. 



